
When it comes to family-
oriented recreation boats
that will be used primarily

for fishing northern waters, big, deep
and wide are appealing attributes. So
it shouldn’t have been any surprise to
us how easily a new entry into the
walleye fishing boat market handled
the wind-swept waters when we went
for a romp across Lake Lanier, located
northeast of Atlanta. 

Lanier is a pussycat lake compared to many
of the lakes in the Great Lakes region where
walleye anglers ply their trade. But it still pro-
vided us with enough insight into the finer
points of the Kodiak V198 TC, the newest and
largest walleye boat from Polar Kraft, to know
it’s a serious player.

Our first impressions were further en-
hanced by the performance of the “bear” when
powered by the equally new Yamaha F150 four-
stroke. The moment we turned the key, we
knew this family-oriented fishing platform
moved the comparison bar up a notch.

RUGGED, CLEAN DESIGN
Boarding the Kodiak instantly brings an
immediate sense of security. The tall
freeboard and its deep-V aluminum hull,
painted in two-tone urethane and designed

with a 19-degree deadrise,
assures occupants this
boat will be fine when
water conditions get
rough. The boat feels
very stable underfoot,

and the 25-inch transom
and the oversized splashwell

remove any concerns about
backtrolling in the wind.
The hull is made from .100-

gauge aluminum formed around

a sturdy I-beam ladder-like stringer system.
Foam fills all the voids, adding to the solidness
and quietness of the Kodiak’s demeanor. The
design is part of what Polar Kraft calls its
Torque Control Design (TCD), which dis-
tributes the stresses of everyday use and
abuse evenly throughout the hull to provide a
better ride and long boat life. 

From a performance aspect, reverse chines
and four extruded lifting strakes help give the
hull lift and a solid bite in turns. They work, too,
as we found out during the couple of hours we

sliced and diced in and around Lanier’s miles
of islands and coves. 

SPACE CONSIDERATIONS
The interior also lends a sense of security and
spaciousness. The walk-through design of the
V198 TC, coupled with the vinyl-covered floor
and tall, thick sidewalls, provide anglers and
passengers with a very open and comfortable
fishing environment. There’s plenty of space
to play a big fish — and plenty of space for
when the family comes to play.

Polar Kraft has taken advantage of every inch
of the new boat’s 98-inch beam and 19-foot, 8-
inch length to accommodate both fishing and
family recreation. For example, in addition to
the traditional four seating positions in the
cockpit area, the V198 TC incorporates a pair 
of fold-down jump seats attached to the
splashwell wall. The seats, which are large and
well-cushioned, are held upright with sturdy
flip-down legs. Raising the seats reveals aft
storage compartments molded into the splash-
well wall with mesh to keep items secure. 

More storage is available along the side-
walls. The rod storage inside the port and star-
board combing tunnels is a nice touch, too. The
wide gunwales, by the way, are reinforced to
handle downriggers and rod holders.

Under the rear-facing starboard seat, located
behind the driver’s position, is a roto-molded
cooler for beverages and food. Under the
matching port-side seat cushion is a 9.3-gallon
Flow-Rite-maintained baitwell.

Another cooler is located under the passen-
ger-side console. It’s a convenient location to
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platform for big-water

walleye anglers
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■ The new inline four Yamaha four-stroke is
considerably narrower than its 150-horse V-6
counterparts and almost seems lost on the
Kodiak’s 25-inch transom.

KodiakKing-Sized
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store sodas, but could be a lot larger if the
cooler had been extended all the way to the
port side instead of the console. 

The consoles themselves are a combination
of composite and roto-molding construction.
The driver’s console features full instrumenta-
tion, while the passenger’s has a small glove box. 

The windshield is tall, providing excellent
protection from the wind and the elements,
while providing a clear view without having to
bend down or lift up off the seat to see ahead.
The walkthrough is wide, which allows easy 
access to the bow. We also noted the center

windshield locked securely in place, and 
remained rattle-free when we ran through the
slop at speed.

Being a versatile fishing platform means 
having plenty of space for rods and tackle. The
majority of rods will be kept in the Kodiak’s 
under-floor bow rod box. This is a cool feature
as the rod locker has a built-in organizer that
holds a dozen 71/2-footers, and each rod is very
easy to access. It’s also nicely positioned so
that in the event you need to switch rods in the
heat of the action, the lid can be lifted without
the person fishing from the bow having to 

step to one side or the other. 
The Kodiak V198 TC can be rigged with a

bow-mounted Minn Kota trolling motor and
your choice of either Lowrance or Humminbird
electronics — a good combination for multi-
species anglers. But the majority of walleye 
anglers will probably be rigging their boats with
a kicker or stern-mounted electric. 

Regardless of the bow fishing platform 
arrangement, the 44-inch-long, 22-gallon
livewell will find a lot of use. Polar Kraft uti-
lizes a Flow-Rite system in the divided and
lighted compartment, as well as a removable
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Yamaha’s F150 Packs a Solid Punch

Yamaha Marine, which celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2003, is the
first outboard manufacturer to offer a 150-horsepower inline-4 (I-4) —

and it’s a perfect match for the Kodiak V198 TC.
The electronically fuel-injected, 16-valve DOHC F150, which is based

on an I-4 2.6L block, has the same weight and acceleration performance
of a two-stroke V-6. But the new outboard gets far better fuel economy,
requires much less maintenance, takes up far less horizontal space on the
transom and operates significantly quieter than its V-6 brethren. 

High-tech engineering plays a significant role in getting this kind of 
power from an I-4. For example, the crankshaft was offset 10 mm to make
more room for a larger air intake silencer. Then Yamaha took advantage
of four individual throttle valves and a four-into-one exhaust system to get
the fuel in and exhaust out as fast as possible. 

The new F150 also utilizes a 35-amp alternator that produces 28 amps
at 1000 rpm, so even down at trolling speeds the engine still keeps the
electronics running without draining battery power. 

The inline block itself means the profile of the engine is sleek, leaving
more room on the transom for positioning that kicker right where you want
it. The F150 is also light for a four-stroke, coming in at 475 pounds. 

It gets better: Yamaha says the retail price will be $400 below the price
of its HPDI 150 hp two-stroke. What this means is that for the first time in
history, 150 hp V-6 two-strokes are being one-upped by a four-stroke in 
every category that’s important to fishermen. Our speed and fuel tests
showed just how impressive the F150 is when rigged on the new Kodiak.

■ The above console is simple, yet effective in both design and function, as is the rest of the Kodiak
V198 TC. The bow locker (right) holds a dozen 71/2-foot rods neatly organized by a tube-type storage system.

TEAM OF HORSES

bait bucket — nice touches derived from
plenty of input from those who know what a
serious fisherman needs. 

FORMIDABLE FOUR-STROKE
By far, the most impressive feature of the new
Kodiak we tested was its on-water
performance. When you roll into the throttle,
the Kodiak’s 1600-pound hull all but levitates
out of the water and rockets forward — very
impressive. 

The new F150 Yamaha four-stroke can take
much of the credit here. Yes, that’s not a mis-
print; it’s an I-4 four-stroke, not a V-6. With a
trio of 200-pound testers in the boat, the F150-
powered Kodiak delivered consistent eight-
second 0-to-30 mph holeshots with top speeds
hovering around 47 mph. Again, this is an 

aluminum deep-V fishing boat that weighs
close to 2700 pounds rigged. 

Fuel economy at optimum cruising speed of
3000 rpm (18.8 mph) resulted in a remarkable
5.9 mpg, or a cruising range of more than 220
miles. Crank the I-4 wide open (5750 rpm) and
it still manages a fuel-frugal 3.2 mpg at 46.6
mph, for a range of more than 120 miles. Idle
it back for trolling and you can figure better
than 7 mpg. Not bad for a 150-horse outboard. 

Yamaha’s new addition is also very quiet and
almost vibration-free, both testaments to the

quality of the engineering and design that has
gone into this robust four-stroke. 

In fact, the Kodiak V198 TC as a package is
a formidable fishing machine. Polar Kraft has
done a commendable job enlarging its fish-
ing platform to accommodate the larger 
waters, while Yamaha has done a superb 
job bringing four-cylinder economy and V-6 
performance to the transom in the form of
the F150. Such a combination should be a
long-lasting and enjoyable investment for
anyone looking for a multipurpose, multi-
species aluminum fishing boat.  BWB

Base Price (w/ Yamaha 115 & trailer): ....$26,781
Price as Tested: .....................................$30,296
Top Speed: ...........................................46.6 mph
0-to-30 mph: ........................................8 seconds
Construction: ..........................................Aluminum
Console Type:Twin console/walkthrough windshield
Length: ...........................................................19’ 8”
Beam: ...............................................................8’ 2”
Hull Weight:..............................................1636 lbs.
Rigged Weight: .........................................2700 lbs.
Trailered Weight:.......................................3200 lbs.
Fuel Capacity: .............................................42 gals. 
Livewell/Baitwell Capacity (two totaling): ...27 gals.
Maximum Horsepower: .....................................175

Standard Equipment as Tested: Full instru-
mentation; Flow-Rite 18-gallon bow livewell; Flow-
Rite 9-gallon aerated baitwell; flip-up aft jump seats,
port and starboard under-gunwale rod lockers;
flush-deck bow rod locker with 12-rod organizer

Optional Equipment as Tested: None

Engine Tested:................................Yamaha F150
Type:.............................I-4 cylinder, four-stroke EFI
Displacement: ...................................2.7L (163 cid)
Weight:........................................................475 lbs. 
Recommended WOT RPM: ....................5000-6000
Gear Ratio:.....................................................2.00:1
Propeller: ...............133/4” x 19” Yamaha Pro Series 

3-blade stainless
Jackplate: ........................................................None
Setback:...........................................................None

Weather Conditions:
Air Temperature: ................................................68F
Water Temperature:............................................65F
Wind:...............................................................Calm
Water Conditions:.............................Flat to 8” chop

TEST RESULTS
Engine Speed Fuel Range1

(rpm) (mph) (gph) (mpg) (miles)
1000................4.5.............0.7........6.4.............243
1500................6.5.............1.2........5.4.............205
2000................7.98...........2.0........4.0.............149
2500..............10.7.............3.1........3.5.............130
30002 .......18.8........3.2 ....5.9 .......222
3500..............24.2.............4.4........5.5.............208
4000..............30.2.............5.8........5.2.............197
4500..............35.9.............7.8........4.6.............174
5000..............39.2.............9.1........4.3.............163
5500..............44.1...........11.7........3.8.............142
5750..............46.6...........14.6........3.2.............121
1 Based on 90% fuel capacity
2 Optimum cruise speed

Polar Kraft
Dept. BWB

4500 Middlebury St.
Elkhart, IN 46516

888/463-3739
polarkraftboats.com

Polar Kraft V198 TC

■ The convenient baitwell located under the
port-side aft seat cushion allows backseat
anglers easy access to lively bait. 

■ Flip-up jump seats anchored to the rear
cockpit wall provide room for extra passengers.

■ The baitwell on the starboard side and small
dry storage locker on the port side compliment a
livewell forward of the pedestal seat mount. 

■ Placing the fish box in the floor frees up
valuable interior space.


